Images of Plymouth – 

A collection of the best and historically important films of the city of Plymouth held by the South West Film & Television Archive.  Available in two parts which can be bought separately or together at a discounted price, they offer a fascinating insight into the life and development of Plymouth.

Part I 









approx 50 minutes
Ships and Shipping

Foreign submarines entering Hamoaze 1935.  The ship ‘Artiglio’ arrested at the Barbican with crates of gold recovered ‘The Egypt’.  The last voyage of her majesty’s sloop ‘Heather’ 1930’s.  Walt Disney landing in Plymouth from the liner ‘Normany’.  The actor Richard Dix lands in Plymouth.  Submarine ‘Nautilus’ in Plymouth Sound June 1931.  The ‘Isle de France’ entering Plymouth Sound.  American warships visiting Plymouth 1930’s.  The dockyard and warships in 1960’s.      
On Plymouth Hoe

Winter Villas Stonehouse and Plymouth Pier.  Jubilee Day 1935.  Bank Holiday crowds 1930’s.  Plymouth Pier and the Bandstand.  From the air.
Plymouth Takes to the Air

Plymouth Aeroclub Roborough.  Mayor inspecting a plane 1930’s.  GWR’s first rail-air service 1933.  Autogyro at Roborough.  The Prince of Wales opens Roborough Airport July 1931.  The giant airliner ‘Hanibal’.  The R100 airship over Plymouth.  Flying Boats at Mounbatten 1930’s.  A pleasure trip for the Carnival Queen 1936.
Railways and Plymouth

Leaving Plymouth Station and crossing the Brunel Bridge 1910.  North Road Station Bridge and Pennycomequick.  The last train on the Turnchapel Line.  The demolition of Union Street Bridge 1974.  The end of Millbay Station 1974.

City Events

The Great Wesley Church Fire 1937.  The opening of Plymouth Speedway June 1931.  The opening of Edfordleigh Golf Course 1932.  The Beatles Concert in Plymouth November 1963.
Part II 









approx 65 minutes
Around the Shoreline of Plymouth
Mount Wise Swimming Baths 1930’s.  The old Torpoint Ferry 1950’s.  Newton Ferrers oyster beds.  Mullet invade the GWR dry dock 1930’s.  Herring Fleet at the Barbican 1930’s.   J Class Yachts in Plymouth Sound.  Motorboat ride to Bovisands.  The last week of the Saltash Ferry.  Francis Chichester returns to Plymouth on the Gypsy Moth IV. 

Plymouth’s Social Life in Days Gone By

Oreston Carnival 1949.  Honicknowle Carnival 1937.  Girls go Maker Camp 1935.  Theatre Royal 1930’s.  Women’s Football 1936.  Dancing aboard the Sir Richard Grenville.  

Building and Rebuilding of Plymouth
Building of the Tamar Road Bridge

Extracts from the unique official film made for the builders of the bridge.  It shows many of the stages of construction of this well known landmark.

The Way the Money Goes

 The film deals with rates expenditure in 1949 on the police, education, the roads, sewerage and water supply, health, libraries and museums, the fire brigade and new building. In this context we are transported to sites all over the city, showing areas and buildings etc that would not normally be filmed. Many of the locations illustrate how much things have changed, and in a few how compartively little.  The film includes an interesting tour of many sites in the city of the late forties. 
The Potters Art








approx 25 minutes
An award winning programme featuring the life and work of Bernard Leach.  It includes an interview with him in his Cornish studio and shows him at work among the pots and kilns that he loved.   It also examines the relationship between the commercial pottery industry and the craft or artist potter.  Leach talks about his formative years when he went to Japan to study oriental pottery and how this influenced his work and outlook on his return to England.  1970.
Barbara Hepworth







approx 25 minutes
A revealing study of the sculptor and the woman.  Barbara Hepworth seldom granted interviews and consequently the film offers a rare opportunity to view her working in her studio and at rest.  It shows her love of form and texture and she is seen at work on several pieces and in London to watch one of her bronzes being cast.  She talks about her early life and her relationship with West Cornwall.
Sir John Betjeman’s Cornwall




approx 30 minutes together
“First and Last Love”, a retrospective documentary about the Poet Laureate, Sir John Betjeman.  It tells how his father, a church restorer, took him to Cornwall as a boy and how his faith  was and continued to be boosted by the magnificent scenery.  He was also fascinated by the local legends and beliefs of the isolated Cornish in his younger years

“Literary Walk” As part of a series, David Young explores Sir John Betjeman’s beloved North Cornwall.  He explains the long relationship between the famous poet and the county of Cornwall and his walk through the beautiful countryside includes: Trebetherick and the Camel Estuary; Sir John’s house; Saint Enodocks  Church and Betjeman’s grave. 
Trains on Television







approx 90 minutes
A unique compilation of railway stories from the South West mainly from the 1960s featuring among others: 
· Dart Valley Line in process of restoration

· Barnstaple Line from Millerton to South Molton

· Falmouth Branch Line 1976
· Train arriving at Callington Station in 1955; interview with the Latchley Station Mistress

· Interview with Ivo Peters on Bath Station

· Rail Go Slow, Plymouth Sheds 1967

· Douglas Seaton’s superb model railway 1964
· Grenofen Viaduct, Horrabridge Station and Tavistock South

· Ian Allan rail tour and arrival at Plymouth 1966

· Opening of the West Somerset Line (arrival of 1951 Bagnell)

· Canadian Pacific railroad 1935

· Interview with David St John on the Dart Valley Line

· Sotheby’s first railway auction at Buckfastleigh 1980

· Dereliction of the Princetown Line 1969

· Threatened Cornish Branch l

· Demolition of Plymouth Union Street Railway Bridge and Millbay Station 1974

· Old Turnchapel Railway

Wessex and West Steam Finale






approx 30 minutes
Unique footage of the last days of steam featuring:

· A summer Saturday on the Somerset and Dorset to Buckhorn Western 1964; the Lyme Regis Branch and the last train from Weymouth to Portland

· Northbound run on the Somerset and Dorset to Bath with an interesting selection of motive power
· South Western main line, with Bullied Pacifics hard at work on the holiday expresses to and from the West of England
· Explore the Great Western Way to Wessex through Dorchester and out to Portland with superb footage of steam under the eastern cliffs

Cobblestone, Cottages and Castles





approx 150 minutes
A celebration of the fascinating and unusual, and occasionally eccentric, people and places of the South West.
Landscape of a Legend – The Mines of Redruth and Camborne 


approx 30 minutes
Redruth and Camborne was a the most important mining area in Cornwall in the 19th Century and for a short period the largest metallic mineral producing centre in the world.  At this time there were literally hundreds of mine shafts and smoking chimneys covering most of the available land south of the twin towns.  This vast industrial landscape has now reverted to open country and cultivated fields but all around are the relics of the past: engine houses; processing sites; stacks and other specialist buildings.  The film looks at some of these graphic industrial relics as well as describing the social life and hardship faced by the proud and hardy Cornish miners of the time. 
Kitty to the Cape  - A Journey through Cornish Mining History


approx 25 minutes
A film dedicated to the now abandoned, but once tremendously important mining industry of North West Cornwall.  It is a journey westward from “Wheal Kitty”, a small mine near St Agnes, to Cape Cornwall, a rocky promontory near Lands End where the last of the mines on this coast are to be found.  The mines featured are arguably set in the most beautiful and romantic stretch of coastline in Cornwall.  Some are perched precariously on cliff edges while others hide inland, nestling among the hills and moors of the Penwith peninsula. The programme conveys the spirit and ingenuity of the miners of the past who toiled in the bowels of the earth to create an industry that rose from nothing to become a vast and for some, very lucrative part of the history of Cornwall.  

The Tamar Valley – Reflections in Time





approx 90 minutes
Documentary film which combines the immense legacy of the industrial history of the valley with what the Tamar has to offer today both scenically and as a place of exploration, tranquillity, recreation and entertainment.   Includes visits to the remnants of the most important mines like Devon Great Consols, Gunnislake Clitters, Okel Tor and Gawton plus lesser ones.  The port of Morwellham is shown in context as the largest, most important mineral port in the valley and there is an underground tramway ride into the George and Charlotte mine.

Giants of the Tamar – Devon Great Consols Mine and Morwellham Quay
approx 20 minutes
The Port of Morwellham and the Devon Great Consols Mine are the two industrial giants of the Tamar Valley.  From humble beginnings Morwellham became an important port when huge deposits of copper ore were discovered just up the river at Devon Great Consols Mine.  It even rivalled Plymouth for a short period during the mining boom. The mine was phenomenally rich in copper ore but even when this began to run out, mineral, arsenic, kept the mine going for many years. Morwellham was eventually finished off by the decline of the mine and the coming of the railways.  It is now a living museum open to the public, and the ruins of the Devon Great Consols Mine can still be seen high on the Devon bank of the now quiet Tamar. 
